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The law recognises five types of hate crime on the basis of:
 Race
 Religion 
 Disability
 Sexual orientation 
 Transgender identity

Any crime can be prosecuted as a hate crime if the offender has either:
demonstrated hostility based on race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or 
transgender identity.
Or
been motivated by hostility based on race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or 
transgender identity.

Someone can be a victim of more than one type of hate crime.

What is a hate crime?



Even if the crime doesn’t initially appear to be prejudicially motivated, with further 
investigation it could be (previous crimes/incidents at the same location/the suspect and 

previous reports relating to them etc). Is there a pattern?

What is a non-crime hate incident (NCHI)?

This is where behaviour has taken place which, although motivated by hostility or prejudice, 
does not amount to a criminal offence. 

For example, someone refusing to work with a colleague because they are from a specific 
background, or a hotelier refusing to allow someone to stay in their hotel because they’re 
LGBT+.



Examples of Hate Crime 
• physical assault
• verbal abuse
• criminal damage to property or possession
• harassment
• murder
• sexual assault
• theft
• fraud
• burglary
• hate mail (Malicious Communications Act 1988)
• causing harassment, alarm, or distress (Public Order Act 1986).
• online abuse for example on Facebook or Twitter
• displaying or circulating discriminatory literature or posters
• graffiti
• arson

When something is classed as a Hate Crime, the court can impose a tougher sentence 
on the offender under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the Criminal Justice Act 

2003.



Hate crime can be reported to Durham Police via various channels.

999 in an emergency (on-going incident requiring immediate police response)
101 when it’s not an emergency

Online via the force website. These apply to victims or witnesses.





The Joint Hate Crime Action (JHCA) Group will work 
in partnership to agree and implement a co-ordinated 
approach to issues associated with hate crime.  This 
includes:
 Collecting, collating, and analysing intelligence related 

to hate crime.
 Agreeing co-ordinated action to address identified 

patterns and trends, related to hate crime.
 Taking a zero-tolerance approach to incidents of hate 

crime.
 Ensuring meaningful consequences for the 

perpetrators of hate crime.
 Commissioning and delivering support for victims and 

witnesses of hate crime to ensure they receive 
seamless, co-ordinated care and support that enables 
them, as far as possible, to cope and recover from 
their experience and participate in appropriate Criminal 
Justices processes. 







Any Questions?


